21/07/2025 MAGH – Josh Aleri 
Stepping into gates part 10: “As for me and my house I will serve the Lord”
1. Pre-sermon declarations
· Psalms 118:24: This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it.
· Greetings, thanksgiving, acknowledgments.

1. Prayer point 1 
· Thanksgiving and Adoration

1. Me and my family 
Joshua 24:14 – 28
14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.”
19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.”
21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.”
22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord.”
“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.
23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.”
24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and obey him.”
25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the Lord.
27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the words the Lord has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.”
28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance.

Revelations on serving the Lord as a family
1. Joshua affirms that not only will he serve the Lord but also with his family
2. Serving God 
3. Obedience to God
4. Covenant – Sacrifice - witness
5. The Law – The Word
6. Disaster awaits disobedience

Reflections?
· Are we serving the Lord as a family? 
· There is something about serving the Lord as a family.
· This morning, I would like us to stand in the gap for our families as we continue to serve the Lord as family. 

1. Prayer 2: Prayer for the wives 
Proverbs 18:21 He who finds a wife finds a good thing,
And obtains favor from the Lord.
Fire scripture: Proverbs 31: 10 – 31
Epilogue: The Wife of Noble Character
10 [b]A wife of noble character who can find?
    She is worth far more than rubies.
11 Her husband has full confidence in her
    and lacks nothing of value.
12 She brings him good, not harm,
    all the days of her life.
13 She selects wool and flax
    and works with eager hands.
14 She is like the merchant ships,
    bringing her food from afar.
15 She gets up while it is still night;
    she provides food for her family
    and portions for her female servants.
16 She considers a field and buys it;
    out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.
17 She sets about her work vigorously;
    her arms are strong for her tasks.
18 She sees that her trading is profitable,
    and her lamp does not go out at night.
19 In her hand she holds the distaff
    and grasps the spindle with her fingers.
20 She opens her arms to the poor
    and extends her hands to the needy.
21 When it snows, she has no fear for her household;
    for all of them are clothed in scarlet.
22 She makes coverings for her bed;
    she is clothed in fine linen and purple.
23 Her husband is respected at the city gate,
    where he takes his seat among the elders of the land.
24 She makes linen garments and sells them,
    and supplies the merchants with sashes.
25 She is clothed with strength and dignity;
    she can laugh at the days to come.
26 She speaks with wisdom,
    and faithful instruction is on her tongue.
27 She watches over the affairs of her household
    and does not eat the bread of idleness.
28 Her children arise and call her blessed;
    her husband also, and he praises her:
29 “Many women do noble things,
    but you surpass them all.”
30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting;
    but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.
31 Honor her for all that her hands have done,
    and let her works bring her praise at the city gate


1. Prayer 3: prayer for fallen soldiers that God will restore and those hoping for a hand in marriage
· Psalm 27:14:
"Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord." This verse emphasizes courage and strength in the waiting period. 
· Isaiah 40:31:
"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint." This verse highlights the promise of renewed strength and spiritual empowerment for those who wait on God. 
· Lamentations 3:25:
"The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him." This verse connects waiting on the Lord with experiencing His goodness and finding hope in Him. 
· Psalm 130:5:
"I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope." This verse emphasizes waiting with hope based on God's word. 
· Psalm 37:34:
"Wait for the Lord and keep his way. He will exalt you to inherit the land; when the wicked are destroyed, you will see it." This verse offers the promise of reward and seeing God's justice in His timing

1. Prayer point 4: Pray for children
Fire scriptures:  (3 scriptures)
Proverbs 127:3 - 5
Children are a heritage from the Lord,
    offspring a reward from him.
4 Like arrows in the hands of a warrior
    are children born in one’s youth.
5 Blessed is the man
    whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame
    when they contend with their opponents in court.
· Luke 2:52 -  52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.
· Luke 15:17 – 21
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

1. Prayer 5: Those believing for the fruit of the worm
Hebrews 11: 1 - "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen"

1. - Be alert of the kingdom of darkness
John 10:10
Colossians 1:13 identifies this world as the dominion, or kingdom, of darkness.
13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.
Ephesians 2:1-2 - Made Alive in Christ
2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

· What is happening with the LGBTI is not new Paul revealed this throught he spirit of the Lord
Romans 1: 18 - 28
God’s Wrath Against Sinful Humanity
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

Ephesians 6:12
 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

1. Put on the Full armour of God and stand
Ephesians 6:13 – 20
13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 
14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 
15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 
16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 
19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 
20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

What is the truth? John 17:17 Sanctify them by they truth. This means we should be filled by thy WORD of God.

with the breastplate of righteousness in place. Righteousness is when we are in right standing with God. This brings us back to obeying God's WORD. In John 1. 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.
John 14 - The word became flesh. 

15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 
Jesus is the prince of peace and our peace. This brings us back to the WORD. 

16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. What is Faith? 
How does thy faith come? Faith comes by hearing and hearing Gods word. Romans 10:17

17 Take the helmet of salvation - How does salvation come? it comes by preaching the WORD.

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  

Ephesians 4:12 - 12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

18 and pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.

10 - Amen and thank you
· Me and my house will serve the Lord. 
· Back to Pastor Lakers

